IV, JOURNA ONS, J ‘RY: continued:

13 Jan 45

10/10s to 4/5000 feet at the target, with scattered high cirrus. The weather
cordition was so bad that it necessitated landing at other fislds than our own.
Une rilot, Lt Ksanznak, of the 358th Uquadron was killed shen he spun in Mr a
erash near Melbourns. The cause of the crash was unknown, Flak over the target
was moderate, heavy, and inaccurate,

CLAIMS: Nil
LOGSES: 1T Thomas Ksanznak, 358th Squadron, killed in crash-landing,

l‘i-Jln h-5
"0 15154; Mleslon: famrod; Major Wilsen leading "A" Group .
Up: 1032 Down: 1550; D/Ei;ﬂ.lpi 30 P51s; early returns: 8 (1 escort)

"™ Group of the 355th Fighter Group was brisfed to escort the ax of
Second Uivision B2Ls on a ramrod, They made rendezvous withthe bomifer 1200
at 22000 feet at 5400-0800E, but not with the assigned bombers, obsarved
bombing results in this area and escortad on withdrawal. They ¢ flaw south
and picied up thelr assiged bombers at Brunswick at 1400, a X) feat., Hscort®
was broken at 1500 at the PMutch Coast, after which the fig swapt the ‘wolle
area umventfully. Yne squadron went down to 10000 feet ta).rmlt.lglt.u bogies
thit proved to be friends, Later they strafed as fnw

1430: 2 Locomotives destroyed and freight tr %’;ﬂd southeast of
Dummer Lake, heading west.
1445: 1 Locomotive and freight train d &ut of Paderborn, heading east.,
1450 1 Locomotive with 15 flat cars a at Sinslaken (west of Glad-
beck) heading northwest. ;'\
t'l

Rocksts were seen at 1429 at Fr at 1228 at cuider Zee, at 1345 at
Magdeourg, at 1415 south of Brunswick h of Hannover at 1445 and 1435. A
Bl7 was seen to crash and its exp north of Brunswick at 1345. .ileven ships
werae seen sast of Vlieland in Lhw “hjder les at 1145. 5ix large and several
smaller vessels seen east of % anchored with balloons flying from thenm,

The bombers we were t éb&rt. mwere rported as being on time and on course,
but this Group was at de ted place on time and was unable to effect a rendez-
vous, Cloud formation wgs)10/10s cumulus narth of withdrawal route.

CLATMS: (see and Misslon Susmary Report)
10388s : &c‘z},
1, Jan 45 &m
¥ 1515A s : Ramrod; Captain Fortier leading "C" Growp
Up: 1 : 1610; a/e disp: 17 P5laj early returns: 2 (1 escort)

Croup of the 355th Fighter Ursup was briefed to furnish area susport
for 1st Division Bl7s borbing Cologne. They arsived in tho area of Coblanz
at 1234 at 26000 feet, and patrolled from Coblanz to Siegen to Cologne at 30000
feel, Nuthouse reported bandits west of Bonn, at which time the Group let down
to 12000 feet, but they couldn't find zny enemy aireraft, They circled the
Hangelar airfleld at 10000 fest, but they saw no activity., They laft Laacher
Lake area at 1430 at 15000 feet. .

focket launchings were cbserved in a forest east of Coblens. Three rockets
were belisvad to have been fired from a woods at $026-074LE; it was definitely
ldentified as the correct location and the rockets are belisved to have bsen
fired from the top of a hill in the woods. Flak at Cologne was heavy, intanse,
and accura‘e,

CLAIMS: Ril
LORSES: Mil
continueds "
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IV, JOURNAL OF OPER'TIQ'S, JANIRARY: continusd:

L, Jan 45
FO VOCO PINETREZ; Mission: Sweep; Majer Elder leading
Up: 1235 Down: 1620; a/fc disp: 13 P5ls; early returns: 1

"D" Group's sweep for today was highly successful, After "A" and "C" Groups
had been cut for about two hours, "D" Group took off on a swesp., They arrived
in the Munster area at 14,00 at 12000 feet. At 1430, 10 milas east of Mappen the
Grou; sighted 10 ME109s at 14000 feet climbing to our altitude of 18000 fset from
the east, The enemy aircraft dropped tanks and an encountsr ensued. /fter this
attack Nuthouse reported bandits 35 miles southwest of Dummar Lake. I this
area at 1,50, one squadron sighted 9 FW190s at 16000 feet flying in trail with
i TW190s as top cover. The enemy dropped their Lanks and orbitted to the right
making the plecidngs much easier., From the former and ensuing encounters the

Group claimed 11-0-l 5/2 Air, ; Qo
Along the Vecht river flak was heavy, intense, and accurate. ‘g,

CLATMZ3: 11-0-1 S/E Alr (354th and 357th Sqdns) (See lMission Swwary)
LOSSES: Nil y

15 Jan 45 -
FO 1519A; Uuission: Area Suppert to Bombers, thence s ng Lechfeld Airfisld

"A" Hajor Sluga, "B" Major Gr ading
"A" Upt 0954 Down: 1540; a/c disp: 29; ear : 3
"B" Up: 1002 Down: 1555; a/c disps 29; e urns: 2
The Group arrived in the assizmed ar ‘ac eld Adirfisld) at 1225 at 20000
fest, and patrolled while the borbears b:)d% 1230, They couldn't strafe
because of a 10/10s undercast but they 1)% Landsbarg and Oberphaffenhofen epen

and strafed these airfislds with the caaile listed below, Also they strafed
trains north of Landsberg. r@

It was observed that ther “&Nm twelwve to Mourteen aircraft on Landsbarg
am from 10 to 12 fires., The ra four or five alreraft on Obarphaffenhofen
and three to five firea, T ransporLs were parked in the northeast corner
of Uberpfalfenhofen. A JU ich had besn destr yed at the latter fisld, and
it esmitted billowdng, blﬁn oily smoke., All of the aircraft claimed destroyed
wers lsft burning. T englred ememy airceraft clai ed on lLandsber: were
parksd in revetment :ﬁﬂ.!! northeast corner of the fleld, Theses wers unidenti-
fied, but they we B‘hntud black mwnd were belisved to be jet airecraft. A large
oil storage d wad spotted in the woods two miles northeast of Landsberg aiy-
field; a l tary camp north of Goppingen; a barracks and tank depot sast
of !A!ﬂ% & large camp witha rurway of firebreak 20 miles =ast of Vorm
Sea,

pilot who retumed sarly from the target area reportad seeiny s silver-
¢ » resembling a Christmas tree decoration, floating slowly downward
at 1600 fest north of Laupheim at approximately 1315, The objsct was within
thirty feet of the aireraft, but it did mot affect the radic or engine. It was
about two feet in circumference, and had no forward speed,

One Squadron investigated Kaubsursn airfield, but observed no activity
though field appesred to have besn heavily used.

Flak: Landsberg: light, iatense, ascurate; Oberpfaffenhofen: light,
moderate, accurate from barracks area esast of the [leld; MNunich: heavy, moderate,
accurate; Stuttgart: hesavy, neagre, accurate.

CLAIMS: 12-0-19 (See Mission Swamary for breakdown)
2=0=1 Locomotives
0=0=-6 Freight cars
1-0-0 MP

LOSSES: Nil

ecort Inued!?
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CONFIDENTIAL

MISSION SUMMARY REPORT

14 JANUARY 1945

1., 355TH "D" FIGHTER CROUP, MAJOR EIDER LEADING

2. 13 P51s: 8 354TH SQ, 2 357TH 5Q, 3 358TH 5Q. UP: 1235 DOWN: 1620

3. ONE .

L. YVOCO PINETREE

5. THRU 7. NIL

8, 10-0-1 S/E AIR & %

9. ARRIVED MUNSTER AREA 1400 AT 12000 FEET. AT 1430, 10 MILES @r MEPPEN,
GROUP SIGHTED 10 ME109s AT 14000 FEST CLIMBING TO OUR ALPETURE OF 16000
FEET FROM THY EAST. E/A's DROPPED TANKS AND ENCOUNTZR_EMGMED. AFTER THIS
ATTACK NUTHOUSE REPORTED BANDITS 35 MILES SOUTHWEST ﬂ% LAKE. IN THIS
AREA 1450 ONE SQUADRON SIGHTED 9 FW190s AT 16000 YING IN TRAIL WITH
4L F"190s AS TOP COVER. K/A's DROPPED T NKS, BB TO RIGHT MAKING PICK=-
INGS MUCH EASIER. L/F OUT 1545 KNOCKE, 20000 ONE FLIGHT BSCORTED
B2, FROM ZWOLLE TO ANTYERP 16000 FEET.

10/ NIL Q

11, ROCKET POSITION S/W THE HAGUR. g\,

12, 10 PLUS ME190s 10 MILES EAST MEP uu IN STRING, AND ROLLZRCOASTING
"ITH NO APPARENT REASON VHILE G FROM 14000 FEZT TO 16000 FEST, NINE
FW190s FLYING IN STRING ° u& 90s 1500 FEET ABOVE, ALSO IN STRING, OME
P51 WITH BLACK NOSE, BLAG\M IMIZER WITH 'HITE CIRCEE ENCLOSING A LETTRR
ON THE TAIL SERN IN AY HAVE BSEN E/A, E/A's DID NOT APPEAR T0O
AGRESSIVE. IR

13. ALONG VECHT HIT‘F E)vY, INTENSE, ACCURATE,

l4. CAVU }\'

15. NIL »\QJ‘

16, }um

(354TH SQUADRON)
2'TW190s DESTROYED MAJR GRAHAM
2 FW190s . LT KEMPER
1 ME109 o LT MILLS
1 P90 " LT MILLS
1 ME109 " LT DECKLAR
1 mIsgi9e " LT DECKLAR
1 ME109 " LT wOoOD
1 FW190 DAMAGED  MAJOR GRAHAM

(357TH_SQUADRON)

1 ME109 DESTROYED MAJOR ELDER

AMENDMENT TO MISSION SUMMARY 14 JANUARY 1945:

3.
16,

11-0-1 §/E AIR INSTLAD OF 10=0-1 S/E AIR
(TO ABOVE BREAKDOWN OF CLAIMS ADD: 1 ME109 DESTROYED LT MILLS

Archives of Michael Williams



	355-unithistory-14jan45-pg1.jpg
	355-unithistory-14jan45-pg2.jpg
	355-ms-14jan45-dgroup.jpg

