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PART I C_)6

On this Taotloal Fighter Staticn as is the SOP ﬁtﬂﬂ%ﬁh Wing, the Commnding
officer of the Fighter Group aseumes commnd of the Stn and thus performs a dual
yet concurrent function. The primery duty of this Station is to destroy the
enemy in the air or an the ground, wherever he uyg:%m. end at all cost and to
protect the bombers we are sssigned to escort, &

The Comrending Officer has two vrimary 3‘ ivess Virst, the tectionl leadere
shi; and supervision of the coubat missio tectios to be nsed and developed in
the sefepucrding of the bowbers and the éﬁwﬂim of the enemy. Seoondly and a
matter which indirectly reflects itse great extent in the results pained in
the air is the function of the d ff in the operation of the Station.
Respongibilities of the Etatiom inolude the morunle of his %roops, the
administretion and diseiplinary of the officers und anlisted men, and in
this theatre the &xecution of
tionship.

¥hile the ultimate @ﬂ:ﬂiﬁ for his commnd rests with the Commending
offieer, the execution numerous and complex functions are delegated to his

Steff and their s « My policies are piven to my Staff and Commnding Officers
at woekly or t- neetings, and these cperationel and sadministretive volicies
are placed in on by them. A Cammnding Offieer mist lmow his command, problems
ef kls statl corrective messures belng takem. T must lnow his officers,
their abl d shortoomings so that the former can be developed snd the latter
sorre "e'must at £ll tine be certain thmt the enlisted men are given proper
Bupe treining and adninistration.

PART 1I.

. Taotical operations during the month of Jenuary were acmewhat curtailed due to
poor weather both locally and on the continent, with the Oroup flying only fourteen
migsions of which &ll were heavy bomwber escort and area patrol.

There was one outstending mission om 14 Jumuery 1045, however. The fGroup was
asgimned to escort =17 bombers of the 3d Alr Division on & deep penetration mission
to targets in the viocinity of Derben, Cermuny. The firoup covered the lsad three
boxes of the bomber farce, with the 364th Pighter Squadron out front, the 362nd
Fighter Squadren in the cemter eand above and the 363rd Fighter Squadron at the rear.
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Yorth and west of Drendenburp, 2 1 -ry \E&\m of enemy single engine firhters
were seen toc bo arprouching one o'eloock to the BWomher streem. Ae the enemy neared,
his force was seen to be composed of 70 FN-120's with a top cover of 100 ME-109's.
The Oroup was alerted and tock positions in mscordance with the briefed plan. The
FH-190's attanoked immedintely, shi®ting into & sompany front formetion, with each
wave of eight planes mttscking in quick suocessionm,

As the enemy attnak was laumshed, the 864th Pighter Squadron being alesest and
initie1ly the only squecdron betweon the "m and the bombers, dropped wxiliary
fuel 4anke and turned head-cn, by flights, into the om-coming enemy «~ The enemy
attack wes shattered and passed down under the bombar boxes, being I@ ly attacked
as they did so by the 362nd Fighter Squadrm which had come dowm into the fight simule
tanecus with the 384th Pighter Squadran brealing inte the Pi¥=1 A great meles of
firtting planes ensued. The enemy was very determined and ly agpressive and
attempted ta reform in weves for ancther omelaught on the 8. On this they were
suacersfully themrted. :

In a few moments, the entire top cgver of ME-1
sttempt to retrieve the situation and by their wel
bomber boxes. FPut, the I63rd Fighter Squadron, had been held in reserve for
just such a contingency, wae quiokly moved ite commnoer and in a welle
timed atteok drove down inte the bip battle. » ven with that squadron's sid, the
odds remained 3 and 4 to 1.

dowm to attack in au
! numbers bresk through to the

However, in thirty minutes of d and skillful fighting by the escorting
vilote, the T'm was drivem off, di ; zed und beaten. The Group destroved almost
& third ef the attacking enemy pnﬁh‘. ounting for 56 1/2 destroyed by the end of
the sngepement. Even though s on thie ocomnsion unusunlly apgressive and
axperienced and in extremely ﬂ:}mﬁnﬂ, he wus prevented from interfering with

the hombers' reachins the ts and bepbing with pood results.

"he number of e i‘yrur-i‘t destiroyeu on this mission established a new record
for the mumber of airs destroyed in the air in one day by any single i ghter Group
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having oarved of the 857th in the snmals of the history of the Army Air Forees.
e threat in thw alr, Jet-propulsion ighters, was enccwuntered on

several during the month with fairly good resulta. Three twinejet planes,

re destroyed by pilots of the Groups (n two of these occousions, it was
flight of four P=51's could box in an W=262 and prevent it firom ewding.
is beins doveloped by the Group and will be used when possible in all
future enoounters with jet=propulsiom sirermuft. It is oonsidered that if P=5l's have
the initial adwantage of altitude and vosition and a mmerical superiority of 4 to 1,
jet=prorelled plenes can be destroyed on every encaunter.

;T 3/!»4),....
IRWIN H. DEEGHE,
- Lt GGIM_I.\ Alr Corpa,

Commnding e
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