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Unit History

WARRI®IVE SMARY OF ™I MORTH!C
OPFRATIONS

o the first yeer of opera*imal flying for the 35Th FPighter Croup ends,
Vell, almost & vear, anywey. FPiloks of the Group werc f1ring operall missions

with other fighter groupe in Jammary of *%4 end the 357th wue des ional
on 9 Fabruary 194L, So just to keep the rerorting in pood round mo 'oe last
day of Jamuery 1945 is close enough to one vear, Q

Thies Janvary vag ancthear womth during *hich *%e nmumber nr@;;imn flowvn was

not nearly as wory &z anrons wo'lld have liked, but mere &} heive been
floem using the weether as a fulge., Only 15-=--end they .1y flown in wea-
ther that womld have groumded even the feers vhile the G was in the 1, 3,

Ap usml, by reasgon of orpaniza’ion gesirmrent 'Fb?r?' the misaiong were of
an escort tyre. Area patrol for heavr bovhar ooergiN s, cloze ascort for heavy
bhorbers, or escort of a few =lerer fer PRUT E‘““Q Right Trem the first of ‘he
morrth, though, the pilote wen' on their omp empleting their sacort assim-
merts, ¥hile coming home ‘hey went down to ack end destroyed 26 locomotives,

gore German soldiers, trucke, barpes, “w y and other Cerman nroperty dwuring
4he month,

Herale is mretty good ar & rem gonc statiegtics rocelvel from the G6th
Fighter Wing, Thie ia only the onth these figures have come down in this
form, but 357 Croup is net a ir standings for either month,

& Hurbar Fer Centliot
Mo, Mrberne Completirg Mission Comrleting Missien
357 Fignher Crowp  ©, A\ 7> 629 8,9%
65th Fighter Wine IM2 2198 7.5%
66th Fichter Wing () 3081 3557 0,8%
67h Fighter “ll{ 55T 3278 7.8%
<CLATNS
Adr Grovnd Retdio of /L +o A/C lost Ammo Empended
357 61 =at Tt} 1.4 %e 1 67,211
655h ¥ L =0w2 49-0-27 2,6 to 1 214,026
66th Ving e [ 33=0=11 5.7 to 1 398,740
&7%h Wing BS <D=10 1ana] 2,6 to 1 167,845

The first 17 of She highes® scoring plle s in the 65th Wing contained
10 of the 357h Group's ACES, Of the totel of 110 ACES within the Wing 39
of them are the 357h'e,

The month started wery slewly., Othor then the atackes on ground targets, the
first missioms of Jamwry yielded caly ” enemy aireraft des‘roved in the edr ard 6
on the ground==-—with 2 loeses, F/0 S!“szer was lact seen veer Yeltaler, Cermany, on
the deck, 1%, MeCall crashed after beirg hit by light flak while strefing Federborn
Airfield., They were listed es MXA, It, Zchlisker crashed neer Woodbridpe, *ngland,
returning from ¢ miseion in very heavy westhar, He 1s 1isted as KIA,
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Not am pood & rocord a= *he Group wne scousiomed Lo having, Fvervone vas

getting a bis diseowraped abonrt even heviig a chence af getting 600 Kaszi planes
by the end of the first year. A goal ‘he Creap had sst for Lherselves and were
gtriving Yard %o reach, The pilots were even el up with setting up in Lhe mor-
nings to come bo briefings, bectuse so many of ‘he misazions were serubbed befare
the actval briefing even startad.

Attitdes on the morning of “he Lith were no differemt, ™o rilots came in-
to the briefing room with comments such as, "Well, is it scrubbed yet?", "So ler-
ben !s the target. Where in the hell is Derbem?", "That if we do get off, It will
be so bad over there Jerrv can'™ and 1t will be fust another milk-run," PBriefing
-.l completed and et 1010 hours on Sunday, the 1ith of January, 1945, the first of

66 T=51 Mustangs, piloted 'tw 1%. Colonel Dregne, wves airborme on & recow-twesking
mission, %

A1) of +he 1500 or sc men that remaired on the statlin efter tdzglon wes
gone earried on with thelr roukine Sunday duties she snme as Shey hE3 done on doa-
ens of other Sundeye when the planes were ot on a2 mission, 7@ gbortives and

their escorts began %o strapgie bhack *o the base with *he mechanicel %roubles.
Thie one hed a mag out, the next ore's landing pesr was tive, others had
rough engines, hot coolant, and 1ike troubles, 3411 i+Agde fust an ordinary mise

sion to those not flying with the bovbers,

Then after four howrs or so the mission begy: return and the pruadron 4ael-
evhone rerorts beman *o come %o Grour '!audfrm* One eould hardly helieve thenm,
There wore oo many claimgee==egurely +'ere Q r,ah some- lace, Yavhe the sane
planee were being reported twice? HNo, +‘h-R no migtake., The *otal actuslly
wag 56 enemy airplanes destroyed in the rlus 1 plane and ? locomotives on

the ground; and claime for dumped e , ulso, No individual seored an
excessive emount tt neerly evervone he mission Aid something %o help the fin-
2l score. -

e rerart wan® %o higher coartera and “hay d4dn' halieve 1%, elther,
Tanted !* rechecked, I uza € 1 to say tke lsant. T: hroke the old record of
enemy =ireraft destrared by e fighter group in this theater on & single mis-

slon b 19 planes, ™aeo aord wae 2? factrored, Finally evervepe concerned
WaS emvimad that “he {Q‘J vers coriect.

Ths plliocte ‘\m *a hnadgnarsers all wernted %o 4211 “helr account, amd
did, WFespt of &) ‘b’ nne Yi-e., Yvon resavved men such sz I, Colonsl Dregne
(who directad - *,a.e': -.ﬁ gat 1=0=1 Ronides), T4, Colonel Evans (vho sot four),
14, Colome irh': gt 1 while flying the Sroup "t ceder's wing), end Yajor (Shem
Captain) 0 went, down %0 the ground on the way home for YNia {1ard and the
Croup! one on the ground), vere mulilrg Shelr pight Yands ettack their left
ones twring to Adeseribe thelr menervvere during 4Ya preatest aerial haktle in
whi @ 357%h hme ever taken part.

A mattle in which these planes a* = 1rwer lavel woe 'n great danper fron the
falling wrecks that had been shet dom ahove “hem battle thes eovared thousands
of aores *o a height of 30,000 feet. £ battle 'ln% '=1.+.arn'!'."l}' f41led “he skies with
the roar of machines, a roer the% slternstely cheuged bo s whine as the wind would
slip rast. The whole herrible sacorhomy brcken bv the swif* ersckle of mechine-
gun fire that nmeand the growrd would probotly recolve anothor wreck soon,

After all of the excitemont died down around Headouerters the sstunl story of
wha® happened was pleced “ogethar, I% 48 oui‘e a story, sven in report form,

The Croup, with 14, Colonel Mregne loading, war escorting the first three com-
bat, winge of B=17 Fortressee on & mission *o Derben, located northwest of Berlin,
Aippreximetely 20 miles from Prandenbury two gepples of enory fiphtors wore sighted
coning tomards “he homber stresam &t ome o'clock, The low pegrle consished of mare
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than 70 Focke Wulf 190's flying eight sbreast in a comreny front formation at
28,000 feet. This gaggle was covered by another econsisting of more than £0 Yes-
serschmitt 109's flying at 32,000 feet, The Group's lead sousdron, the 36/ith,
attacked the low gaggle a~d foreed them %o pass beneath the bombers., The 362nd
sguedron then joined the 364th and the two of them pursued their advantapge of
height over the low Nazi formetion, completely disregarding the threat of the
enemy's top cover over them, The top Mazils come down on the two squadrons and
the 357:h top cover, *he 3€3rd squsdron, dropped onto the Nezis, A furious rat-
race was then in progress, The Germens, having a mmerical advantage of more than
3=t o=l chose *o fight instend of withdrawing and regrouping for ancther shot a®
the bombers, their rrimery target, as they usmlly did, Obviously thst wes en
error in juigemen® as they los: at least 57 planes and no cmes knows how many
rilota, against 3 plares and pilots of this Growp,

Five pilots did ro' retwn with *he mission but two landed on the @dntinent,
It. Maxwell was one of these, He made a big effort and got his % e’ count -
ed on “he report, knowing that it was prrobabliy a record brealer, lager was
the other that landed on the continemt, Those that are listed as after being
last seen in the combat srea were: 1%, Pehling, 362 Squadreon, w.“ﬂmlup and
Sloan, 363 Squedron,

Following the sending of the reports, General !mﬂ 66th Wing,
sent & message that reads as follows: "The 357th l" w‘!aqr t'ritm
one of “he grestest rages in the history of the Uni .ltulw
certainly the most outstanding in the history of %
many triumphs of your comparatively brief past,
yet to come - my heartiest persomal congretu
to 211 persommel who share his

to your gallant comwander and
ion = Vietory. Voodbury,"

General Doclittle, GO of the Edght sent a message that reads:
"For your outstending performénce in des: 5'4 enemy eirereft on todey's
mission, I am recommending the 35T er Gruup for the award of the Individual

taken in the air, Extend my tion and congratulations %o each mem-
ber of your commend, 'bul"h air, for a superb victory, Doolittle, "

Following the mmﬂ ing mission any *hing else that would heppen during
the momth would be antd iu. Missions e-ntimed to be flown, though not one
was so profitable as-thih one on the 1lith,

Unit Citation. You gave the Hnn-§ humilitating beating that he has ever

The weather, . good for air operatidns and only six missions were flown
the rest of Jagua Three more enemy aireraft were destroyed in the air, Two of
them were 1 led planes, I, Thompeon wes ¥illed in a crash in Fngland on
16 J le 'he was returning from a mission, I&, Heydon i1s MIA from the 20th,
He :; ta heve balled efter being hit br flak that caused his vlane %o
oat

last mission of January was on the 2Gth, Tt wes an escort, but L%, Colone!
Dregne later took Shem down on the deck %o attack £ different types of *ergets on
the way home,

A good operaticnal month was made not so jood because of losses, Six were
1istad as ¥IA and “we as NIA while on orers*icnal missiors., Five others were kill-
el or are missing on “raining, ferrying, or other nom-operstional flights, Nearly
all of the losses can be directly attributed to the weather,

The stories of individual acts of heroism are the greatest to come out of this
war, It was gkill and a good old American quality of puks that enablad the pilots
to set a record for this theater and perhaps for the Army Air Forces, The.pilots’
encounter reports read like the daring expleoits of dime novel herces in that they
are difficult to believe and are inclwd rart of the month's station record,
They did happen, however, and a disast for the hombers was averted., TIf this
force had carried out ita' plamned at*ack on the bomber formations, the locee® to
the heavies wonld have been the grea‘est in many momths, The pilots fought their
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in force. Perhaps it is finished ms fer as the daring and will %o fight is con-

Often during thamamtﬂlthuhmmdlbyiﬂiﬂﬂmlllﬂﬂm-“
the odds were 4, 5, and 10 to 1, Mumbers did not matter, I+, Col, Dregne's flight
attacked 50 190s, It, Col, Evans almost "hac 14" and remembeted almost too late
that it wae Sunday and he should have been in church, FHe pot four. It, Col, Clark,

officer of the 66th Fighter Wing, shot one down on his first combat
mdssion. For 30 minutes it was the moe: remari=hle meles in the history of Alr

Capt, Mexwell of the 36ith I'ighter Squadren, after a most hercic effort, in
which he des*royed three aggressive Krawts was lost from his Group and Squedron,
Heading for 'he nearest friandly territery he sighted 2 Tone 190, went down to en=

and was himself bounced by a yellow-nosed P-51 which almoe: destreved him,

The P=51 riiot, evidetly was not so hut at recognition, shot o»ff Capt, Haxwell's
canopy ani so daveged his plane befcre he eould escane thet he wes for to erash-
land near Brussele, He was royally recoived and entertained at a Pri: ’
MhhhuﬁtmMta‘vannmut?urthuthafmuau,‘l’hb er

Johnny Johnascn,

The Cermen pilotz were courageons and fought 1t out. The wmne weren't the
only problens, howewer, ag shesm by Cart, Maxwell's u:p.rhng;’: ing tha buttle
one 362nd pllot, Lt, Gruber, Wwned 110 galless of gasol g ko shake another
yellow-nosed P~51 off hie tail, It is probably a trd %ﬂm e*411 of our pilots
that he was not shot down,

A complete pilots'! roster, nhowing the &r’m’w‘@ of flighte, is attached
hereto so that these who tock rert in “hat histra{e :tle may always be remembered,
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HEADQUARTERS AAF STATION F=373
Off'ice of the Operations Officer
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DREGNE, IRMIN H, 4140
CLARK, W, C, 4235
JOANSON, E, W, FR7A]
FITCH, A, W, 2340
NINES R, L. 4135
ZACHARIAE, L, E, 43150
GALLANT, M, E,
KOURIS, G, C. 430
4150
. Vs ‘-l‘-‘u
WEEER, C. L. 4125
SNEDEXER, I, E. La25
4150
WILLIAMS, D, R, 4250
HATALA, P, R, 4150
BRALEY, B, K, 2145
6:15
» Ll l- #l!ﬂ
m' n' .t lt.'js
KARGER, D, E, 4125
KOCHER, D. C. 1:30
m:.m HOWARD (WMI) 4:15
4340
DUMN, R, 3:55
s Da W 744
POPTER, R, I, 4225
W.L.L 4155
s Be Do 4155
JENKINS, O, D. 2345
CASTER, C, R, 2150
LR L L 4125
DUNCAN, J, F, 5:15
WYATT, H, A, 4355
BECRAFT, M, A, 4125
» J. W, ‘l‘
BEHLING, G, A,
GASSFR, J, A,

SmaTt. i . 4
RS A “'\l,\f‘bé:s’ﬁ

EVANS, A, 4145
WEAVER 4130
1:10
DUNLOP, W, R. 2:30
CANNON, J, W, 4235
% 4120
p Ta vy 4105
lﬂl, ﬂ. E. il!ﬂ
MYERS, D, N. 4:20
M..ﬂi..!i il£
HANN . My |
FIFIELD, R. S, 4135
PIELICH, PETER (WMI

O e

150
110

1-0-1 GROUP LEADER

1=0=0
1=8=0

4=0=0

1=0=0
2=0=0
1=0=0
4=0=0
2=0=0

3-0=0
1-0=0
1-0-1

3=0-1
1=0<0
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1-ME109 DEST™ROYFD 1FW190DAM,
1-FW190 DESTROYED
1-FW190 DESTROYED

(A)ESCORT BRATEY

el
2=FW190 DES, $UNIDENTIFIED GP.

(A) LAYDING GEAR TROUBLE

2<fW190 DESTROYED
1-FW190 DAMAGED

1-FW190 DESTROYED ?
2«F190 & 1-ME109 @’n&m
1-FW150 1! () '
2-F4190 DESTR 3

(A) "OCH ENGINE

3-F190

1-ME309. DESTROYED -
() rﬁ%m TiNKS |
D

& 1-FW190 DESTROYED |

a

(A
(A

(a
(a

)

-ME109 DESTROYED i

1-F190 DESTROYED /

ROUGH ENGINE

ESCORT LT, JENKINS

2-FW190 & 1-ME109 DESTROYED
2-FW190 DESTROYED

1-ME109 DESTROYED

2-ME109 & 2~-FW190 DESTROYED ¥,

(LI14) 1
1<FW190 DESTROYED
2-ME109 DESTROYED

-

1-ME109 DESTROYED |
2<FW190 & 2=NMF109 DESTROYED
1-F¥190 & 1-ME109 BESTROYPD

COOLANT HOP
ESCORT MAJ, CARLISLE
(MZ14)

3-ME109 BESTROYED
1-4E109 DESTROYED
1-ME109 DESTROVED 1-MF109 DiM,

2<f190 (AIR) 1-FW190(GRND)

LEFT MAC BAD - ROUGH ENGINE
LANDING GEAR INOPERATIVE

(1Z4)

3=MF109 DESTROYED 1-MF109 DAM,
1-ME109 DESTROYED =,
09 TESTROYFD
0% DESTROYED

RADIO RELAY
RADTD REIAY

R o b R e e e e e R e R E R E E R S

/s/ Robert ¥, Fay

/%/ ROBERT W, FOY
Captein, Aty Corps,
Operations Off'icer.

c‘l"‘-‘-h- Air Corpe. Archives of Mlchael Williams



	357-uh-jan45-pg1.jpg
	357-uh-jan45-pg2.jpg
	357-uh-jan45-pg3.jpg
	357-uh-jan45-pg4.jpg
	357-claims-14jan45.jpg

