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S5 the first year of operatisnal fiying for the 357th Pighter Oroup exds,
Vell, almost & year, emywny, Pilots of the Group were flying operat,ional missions
with other fighter groups in Junvary of 1944 end the 357th wue desclared oparational
on O February 1944, 8o fuwk to keap the reporting in good round wonths the last
day of Jamuary 1945 is close enough to one year, .

this Japvery was anothar momth during which 4he mmber of missions flown was
no* nearly as wery se anmrons woild heve liked, bvt mere then shsuld heve been
flown using the westher ar u fudga. Only 15----end thoy were mostly Ilown in wea-
ther that would have grounded even the Jeeps vhile the Oreup was in the T, 3,

Ar usuml, by reason of orpanization apsignwent, &1V.4° the missions were of
an escors Syve. Ares pa'rol for heavr boewbar orernlfgrs, cloze escert for heavy
borhers, or esaort of a few rlarer for PRU mizaigre,) Right frem the first of ‘he
morth, though, the pilots wen® on their omn efter eompleting thalr esscort assimm-~
merts. While coming howe ‘hey went down to Lhe deck end destroyed 26 locomotives,
:1:- l.'h:':ln soldiers, trucks, barges, “ug-boats, and other Cerman nroperty during

month,

Merale 1s metty good ar e r!nu}.l:“'#";lm& atatistics receivel from the Gbth
Pighter Ting, Thir i3 only the secondl month these figures have come down in this
form, but 357 Group is net ashamed in their standings for either month,
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Vunber Fer Centliot
o D Wo. AMrborne Completing Mission Comrleting Mission
Tna 649 8.9%
M2 aen 7.5%
3981 3557 9.8%
3557 3278 7.8%
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Mok as good & rocord as the Grovp wos scoustomed Lo having, Fveryone was
getting a bit diseowraged abort even heving & chence of getting 600 Fasi planes
by the end of the first year, A goal ‘he Creup had set for Lhewselves and were
striving Pard to reach, The pilots were even f'e? up with getting up in the mor-
nings o come ko Mriafings, beonuse so many of ‘he missions were scrubbed before

the actvel briafing even startad,

Astitivdes on the merning of “he 14th were no different, e pilots came in-
to the briefing room with comments such as, "Well, is it scrubbed yet?", "Go Der-
ben !5 he target, Where in the hell is Derben?", "That if we do get off. It will
be g0 bad over there Jerry can’ and it will be fueh anobher milk-run," Briefing
was coapleted and et 1010 hours on Sunday, the 1ith of Janoary, 1945, the first of
66 =51 Mumtangs, piloted by T4, Colonel Dregne, was airborne on a record-breaking

mission.

A1) of the 1500 or so mon that remained on the station after tha slsslon wes
gone oarried on with thelr routine Surday dubles the some 2o Shey hed done on doa~-
ans of other Sundaye when tha planes were oub on & uission, The ubortives and
sscorts begun to straggle beck to the base with the usml nechanieel troubles.
y one had a mag oubt, the next ome's landing peer was inpperstive, others had

engines, hot coolent, and 1ike trovhles, 5111 1% wan just an ordinary mise

to those not flying with the bonbers,

! after four howrs or so the miasion bagen 46 return and the prusdron Lel-
reports began to come Lo Oroup Headquarters, "Ons could hardly bhelieve thom,
g0 many claimg=-~-gurely 4'ere was a nistake somerluce, Marybe the sere
being reported twice? No, thers was no mistake, The totel actuslly

* ensmy zirplanes destroyed in the air, .plus 1 plane and 2 locomotives on
ground; and clalms for dumped encmy. piveraf® ulso., ¥Wo individual scered &n
dmiﬂmt bt nearly everyone on'the mission did something %o help the fin-

seere, .

The renort wen® %o higher héadotarters and ‘hay didn't helieve it, elther,
Fented It rechecked, I% was wngudl to say the leash, T& broke %he uiﬂ record of
enemy aireraft destrayed YW a single fighter group in this theater on & single mis-
slon by 19 planes. ™o ol Pecord was 32 dastrayed., Finully everyone concerned
was convinged that *he reparte wers correct. .

The pllots thet cime o headquarters all wested %o ta)l their account, amd
did, Woot of thap 4% 'tho sime tiue. Uven veserved man such ss I, Colomel Dregne
(vho directed tack and g% 1-0-1 deaides), 14, Colonel Eveans (who got four),
1t, Colonel Clark (“ho get 1 while flying the Croup Loeder's wing), and 5«' (*hen
Captain) &, the
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than 70 Focke Wulf 190's flying eight abreast in a compeny front formation at
28,000 feet. This gaggle was covered by encther consisting of more than €0 Mes-
sorschaits 109's flying st 32,000 feet. The Group's lead soundron, the 364th,
attacked the low paggle a~d forced them %o pass beneath the bombers, The 362nd
squadron then joined the 364th and the two of them pursued thelr advantage of
helght over the lew Naul fermation, completely disregarding the threat of the
enemy's top cover over them, The top Nazls came down on the two squadrons and
the 357h top cover, the 363rd squadron, dropped onto the Nasis, A furious ret-
rece was then in progress, The Germens, having a mmericel advantage of more bhan
J=to=1 chope %o fight instend of withdrawing and regrouping for another shot ah
the bombers, their rrimery target, as thay usually did, Obwiously thet was en
error in Juigement as they lost at least 57 planes and no omes knows how many
rilots, againet 3 plares and pillote of this Group,

Five pilots did not return with the missicn but fwo landed on the aontinent,
14, Maxwell was one of these, He made a big effort and got his three glaims count-
od on “he report, knowing that it was probabiy a record breaker. I%. Delager was
the other that landed on the continemt, Those that are listed as WIA after being
last seen in the combat area were: It, Behling, 362 Squadron, Its, Dumlop and
ﬂﬂl. %3‘ wm'

Following the sending of the reporis, General Wood 3 CG of the 66th Wing,
pent & message that reads as follows: "The 357th Fighter have fi ey written
ene of *he grecstest rages in the histery of the United States Army Alir Forces -
certainly the most oubtstanding in the history of thia command, For this, for the
triumphs of your eomparatively brilef past, and for those I am certain are

to come = my heartiest persomal congretulations to your gallant copwander and
21l persommel who share his magnificient obsession - Victory, Woodbury,"

General Doclittle, CO of the Eighth Afy Ferce, sent a message thet reads:
"Por your outstanding performence in destroying enemy aircraft on todey's
liuinﬁ{‘: am recommending the 357th Pighter Group for the award of the Individusl
Unit Citation, You gave the Hun the most humilitating beating that he has ever
taken in the air, Extend my personal afimiretion and congratulations S0 each mem-
ber of your commend, both ground and air, for a superd victory. Doolittle, "

Following the record-treeking mission any thing else that would heppen dur
the momth would be anti-climetic, Wissions ecmtimued %o be flown, Shough not or?
was so profitable as the one on the 1lith,

$4%

The weather was mnot good for air operatidns and only six missions were flown
the rest of Japuawy, Three more enemy airerai® of
them were jet-rrorelled rlanes, « Thompson wee killed in 2 cresh in Fngland

;
&
i
&
i




that it was Sunday and he should have been in chmmoh, He got four, I, Col, Clark,
hter Wing, shot one down on his first combat

mission, For 30 minutes 1t was the moet renmarimble meles in the histary of Alr

Capt. Mexwell of the 36ith Fighter Squadren, after a most heroic effort, in
which he des'royed three aggressive Krauts was lost from his Group and Squedrom,
for 'he nearest friendly territory he sighted 2 lone 190, went down to en=

ard mas himself bounced by a yellow-nosed P-51 which almoet destrayved him,
The $-51 »ilot, ovidently was not =0 hot at recognition, shot off Capt, lexwell's
umprnn’lm:ilmgcdlﬂuphm'bufmhnenﬂdemuthﬂh-murmumh-
land neer Brussels, le was royully received and entertained st a Pritish Base,
where his host turned out Lo ‘e none other than the famous ace, Wing Coswander

Johnny Jehinson,

The Cersen pilots were sourageous and fought it out, The Germans wersn't the
only mroblens, however, ng shewm by Capt, Mexwell's experiemcs,, During the battle
pllot, I&, Cruber, bwrned 110 galleze of gasoling 4rying ko shake ancther
yellowenosed P=51 off hip tafl, It is probably a tribute fo the e:ill of our pilots
that he wos not shot dewn,

E

A gouplete 8! roster, showing the arrencesent of flights, is attached
hereto oo thatl who tock part 4n ‘has historfe bettle may always be remesbered,




	pg1.jpg
	pg2.jpg
	pg3.jpg
	pg4.jpg

